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10 QUICK TIPS FOR CRUISING FUN

TIP #1 – BE EARLY OR LATE – BUT NEVER ON TIME

This is especially important for large cruise ships of 2000 guests or
more. In ports of call, avoid being among hundreds of other people
trying to get back onboard at the same time. Arriving back to the ship
either early or late will ensure you miss the lines that form at the
gangway when all the tours come back at the same time. If the ship is
due to sail at 5pm, the busiest time at the gangway is usually from
3pm to 4.30pm.

If you find yourself wandering back to the ship during the busy time,
take this last opportunity to sit down and experience more of what
your port has to offer. Who knows when you will be back in this part
of the world again? Also allow for the weather, as you don’t want to
be waiting in line with Mexico’s 90% humidity, or Alaska’s 20 degree
wind chill factor.

TIP #2 – MUSTER DRILL

Cruise lines are required to conduct a guest muster drill. Most of the
muster stations are on the outer embarkation deck where it can be
very hot during summer or very cold during winter. Therefore, keep
the weather in mind. You could be standing outside for up to 30
minutes or more, which can take it’s toll on the elderly, young or frail.
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TIP #3 – BREAKFAST

Naturally, breakfast can be very busy on board a cruise ship.
Everyone gets up around the same time, to either go on tours or to
get off the ship and explore the port. Either way, everyone is trying to
eat at the same time and the seating becomes limited.

To start your day off on the right foot, we advise getting up early and
having a leisurely breakfast, giving you time to relax while eating
instead of eating on the run as you’re trying to get off the ship as fast
as you can. Due to the early tours in Alaska, Europe and Asia, start
your breakfast anywhere before 7am. The Caribbean is not as busy,
therefore, before 8am is fine.

TIP #4 – SEA DAYS

On sea days, get your deck chair early - before 11am is ok. On sunny
days, deck chairs can fill up fast. Some ships have secluded deck
chair areas at the back of the ship, and often people go their whole
cruise without knowing they’re there. If you’re after some peace and
quit, try looking for these hidden gems that are out of the way and
away from the main pool area. Some ships have cabanas and other
secluded areas as part of the spa area. Ask a crew member to direct
you to the best areas.

TIP #5 – CRUISE COUNTDOWN CHECK-OFF LIST

In the hustle and bustle of today’s world, it’s easy to forget items from
your to-do list for your upcoming cruise.
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Use our ‘Cruise Countdown Check-Off List’ to ensure nothing is
overlooked during the preparation of your cruise. We will tell you what
you need to do, when you need to do it, taking the guess work out of
planning your cruise and leaving nothing to chance.

TIP #6 – PACK SOME WATER

If you plan on drinking a lot of water take some onboard with you, or if
you have room in your suitcase; use the empty space for water
bottles. Don’t worry; the room in your suitcase will be filled with
souvenirs for your return trip home.

TIP #7 – DRESS APPROPRIATELY

To avoid feeling ‘out of place’, pack a variety of evening wear. Most
ships have suggested dress for night time hours. The dress changes
nightly and is part of the fun of cruising.

If you’re cruising the Caribbean or Mediterranean the ships air
conditioning can be cold in certain locations around the ships, such as
the theater and the dining rooms. Therefore, even if you’re cruising
these warm climates, pack a light sweater or cardigan.
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